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On the evening of the visit of the 

Federal Minister for Food and Agri-

culture, Cem Özdemir, on Novem-

ber 4, he surprised me as we said 

goodbye with the Bible verse from 

Ma7hew 25:40: 

Whatever you did for one of the 

least of these brothers and sisters 

of mine, you did for me. 

As a Muslim, he heard this verse 

during his training at the Protestant 

College for Social Work and never 

forgot it. When he visited our 

school, it came back to him. He was 

very moved when he saw the child-

ren singing and when the blind stu-

dents demonstrated karate exerci-

ses.  

For me, there is nothing more me-

aningful than being able to help the 

smallest, most insignificant, power-

less and poorest people. I personal-

ly feel a deep connec#on to these 

groups because of my history.  

Empowering the least 

Pastor Dr. Jürgen Klein 
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In them, I encounter Jesus Christ 

directly. Here, I experience how 

God reveals Himself as a seeker of 

jus#ce, balance, and equality. He is 

truly searching for people of integ-

rity and asking what can be done so 

that all can lead the life He has en-

visioned for them since the begin-

ning. 

I am indescribably grateful to God, 

that He has led me back to Ethiopia 

again a@er many years, and now to 

the German Speaking Evangelical  

Church in Ethiopia, with its unique 

school, the German Church School. 

From 1998 to 2012, I worked as an 

ecumenical staff member through 

the Church of Hanover (Landes-

kirche Hannovers) and the Evange-

lical Lutheran Mission in Hermanns-

burg, collabora#ng with the Ethio-

pian Evangelical Church Mekane 

Yesus.  

During this #me, I helped establish 

and support many schools and kin-

dergartens while accompanying 

communi#es in Muslim areas. From 

this grassroots work,  

"School tour for the delega>on 'Humanitarian Aid and Science'." 
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I am familiar with the needs of the 

children and their families. I speak 

the official na#onal language, Am-

haric fluently, and I am well ac-

quainted with the country, its pe-

ople and different cultures. 

From 2010 to 2012, I worked in the 

Central Office of  the Mekane Yesus  

Church and was a member of the 

church council of the Kreuzkirche 

church.  

Back then, we were already  work-

ing on central issues related to 

church and school work.  

Furthermore, I have o@en re-

presented the pastors since my 

arrival in Ethiopia, so I am familiar 

with what awaits me now. 

From 2013 to 2024, I worked again 

with various congrega#ons in the 

Church of Hanover.  

From 2016 to 2018, I was an Advi-

sor on Feligion and churches in Afri-

ca.  

A@er this I earned my doctorate 

(PhD) in Intercultural Theology and 

Religious Studies at the Protestant 

University at Wuppertal/Bethel in 

2020. My disserta#on focused on 

‘Chris#an-Muslim Rela#ons in Ethi-

opia’ and was published in 2021 by 

LIT Verlag.  

Over the years, I have frequently 

been in Ethiopia and stayed 

connected to the country in various 

ways, most recently in the church 

district of Wolfsburg through my 

chairmanship of the partnership 

commi7ee. 

I feel blessed to be able to contri-

bute to my second home and this 

fulfilling work.  
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The inclusive approach of edu-

ca#ng children from the poorest 

families and children with disabili-

#es from our neighborhood toge-

ther has long set a model character 

not only for Addis Ababa but for all 

of Ethiopia, receiving many awards 

and signs of apprecia#on. 

It deeply moved us all and sent shi-

vers down our spines when the 

blind children demonstrated karate 

show during the minister's visit. 

Their cries were filled with self-

confidence and newfound strength. 

Our current 298 children in grades 

1-8 are finding pathways to a life of 

dignity and prospects that bring 

them closer to the life that God 

originally intended for all people. 

Dear  donors, to par#cipate in or 

contribute to this work, is a privile-

ge and carries the promise of God's 

blessing that flows back to us. 

Karate performance of a student in a wheelchair 

Federal Minister Cem Özdemir receives a scarf as a giI
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Every year at Christmas, we hear 

the story of how God became man 

and con#nues to do so. We do not 

need to look far to witness this: 

God becomes man in the insignifi-

cant, in the poorest of the poor, in 

the powerless and those in various 

needs. This includes our children, 

whom we care for at the German 

Church School as best as we can. 

Here we see His face, His counte-

nance. 

 

Thank you very much! 

Today, we thank you, dear friends 

of the German-speaking Evangelical 

Church with its school, for every 

support and for crea#ve ideas on 

how we can improve, promote, and 

support the work on the ground. 

Therefore, I once again say most 

cordially THANK YOU – on behalf of 

the German Speaking Evangelical 

Church in Ethiopia and on behalf of 

the German Church School. 

Yours, 

Pastor Dr Jürgen Klein 

 

Federal Minister Cem Özdemir receives a scarf as a giI 
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Compared to previous years, the new 

school year in Addis and surrounding 

areas began without so many fears 

and uncertain#es. We were able to 

prepare well for the year 2017 ac-

cording to the Ethiopian calendar 

(2024/25).  

For the German-speaking Evangelical 

Congrega#on in Ethiopia, the school 

year was marked by some changes, 

including the change of pastors. Pas-

tor Ma7hias Rohlfing and his family 

moved away and Pastor Dr Jürgen 

Klein started anew as pastor. The 

welcome ceremony and induc#on 

took place at the same #me as the 

introduc#on of two new teachers 

and the farewell of three depar#ng 

staff members.  

The GCS was also honored this 

school year with visits from promi-

nent personali#es. We are pleased 

that the school exerts an a7rac#on 

and bears witness to its unique work. 

This included the visit of MdB Her-

mann Gröhe, Director of the Konrad 

Adenauer Founda#on for Sub-

Saharan Africa, and Dr Dominique 

Schlupkothen, CBID Director of CBM, 

followed by Federal Minister Cem 

Özdemir, Minister of Agriculture and 

Minister of Educa#on. The school 

had the privilege of being visited by 

Member of Parliament Hermann 

Gröhe on Saturday, October 5, 2024. 

In addi#on to visi#ng the school, he 

also held discussions with the school 

management. He met students from 

different grades, mainly those from 

secondary school.  

The discussion with the group of stu-

dents who had passed the university 

entrance exam and were wai#ng to 

be accepted into various regional 

Inspiring Visits at the German Church School 

Member of Parliament Hermann Gröhe (leI) visits our school
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universi#es was par#cularly intense. 

They had the opportunity to express 

their ambi#ons, dreams and challen-

ges. They reported problems with 

mee#ng schedules, financial hurdles 

and unstable family circumstances 

due to the demoli#on work of the 

"Corridor Project" in large parts of 

the city. Especially in the run-down 

districts where most of them live. His 

openness and encouraging words 

were extremely inspiring for the stu-

dents, and especially his sugges#ons 

on how they can be successful. The 

encounter le@ a las#ng impression 

and the hope it aroused will certainly 

help to shape their future with grea-

ter strength.  

In addi#on, another highlight was the 

visit of the Oktoberfest music band 

at the Hilton from Bavaria, under the 

direc#on of Mr. Herbert Maurer, 

with the support of the engineering 

office Bayern Plan and the renowned 

company HABA-BETON. Not only the 

considerable dona#on of 10,000 €, 

but also the special music concert 

with accordion and guitar for the 

students thrilled everyone.  

The interna#onal CBID director, Dr. 

Dominique Schlupkothen, together 

with the country director of CBM, 

Abenet Leykun Berhanu, also visited 

our school on October 7, 2024.  

In addi#on to the visit to the school, 

it was a very good opportunity for 

discussions to strengthen the part-

nership and develop more in the field 

of inclusive educa#on, which is part 

of CBM's ini#a#ves for community-

based inclusive development (CBID 

ini#a#ve).  

Besides visi#ng the school, there was 

a very good opportunity for discus-

sions to strengthen the partnership 

and further develop inclusive educa-

#on, which is part of CBM's commu-

nity-based inclusive development 

(CBID ini#a#ve).  

Member of Parliament Hermann Gröhe (leI) visits our school 
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This event was followed by a thank-

you event for CBM supporters in 

Ethiopia on October 10, 2024, to 

honor the long-standing commit-

ment of donors.  

A video featuring the story of one 

of our schoolgirls during the event 

highlighted how the GCS re-

presented a turning point in this 

girl’s life in the second grade. This 

video shows that our inclusive 

school has provided her with a 

chance for a be7er future,  

a school where many children with 

visual impairments and other disa-

bili#es have the opportunity to be 

produc#ve when given the chance. 

Furthermore, the Church with its 

school was visited by the German  

Federal Minister of Food and Agri-

culture, Cem Özdemir, as part of an 

official state visit to Ethiopia.  

H.E. Cem Özdemir was accompa-

nied by the new German ambassa-

dor, Jens Hanefeld, a number of 

The school choir sings for Federal Minister Cem Özdemir 
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secretaries, and delega#ons with 

representa#ves from humanitarian 

aid, science, and business (see pho-

tos on pages 4-5). The children of 

our school sang, and the blind stu-

dents performed a karate presenta-

#on. 

A@er visi#ng the school and our 

bakery, Özdemir a7ended an exhi-

bi#on, set up in the church com-

pound, of about ten UN and other 

NGO aid organiza#ons, speaking 

with their representa#ves. 

The minister was deeply moved by 

the children’s performance and the 

warm welcome that he and his 

team received at the school. He 

played briefly with the children and 

men#oned that he had previously 

worked as an educator. 

He also emphasized that he was 

happy to visit Ethiopia and to have 

the opportunity to contribute to 

the fight for a world where everyo-

ne can lead a dignified life.  

He stressed that everyone, inclu-

ding children, should have the op-

portunity to make a contribu#on to 

avert the climate crisis and to fight 

for a world where everyone can 

live with dignity and no one has to 

go hungry. 

H.E. Cem Özdemir also men#oned 

that he had been a kindergarten 

teacher by training and joked that 

he felt like he was returning to his 

roots as a teacher. He immediately 

invited the children to play two 

hand games with him, which the 

children enjoyed and found par#ci-

patory.  
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In fact, we were surprised and de-

lighted to learn that he was ap-

pointed to become the German 

Minister of Educa#on on his way 

back from the visit in Addis. 

Honestly, these are special and las-

#ng learning opportuni#es for the 

en#re school and church communi-

ty to host such esteemed visitors. 

The school con#nues to enjoy such 

refreshing connec#ons and collabo-

ra#ons, and networks further with 

many friends, donors, and visitors. 

This gives us hope, strengthens us, 

and creates con#nuity in light of 

the various challenges we face here 

and there. 

     Teklu Tafesse Barki 

     School Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For 35 years, the German Church 

School has been recognized in the 

country as a modle school for inclu-

sive educa#on.  

By admiUng visu-

ally impaired stu-

dents and 

applying  inclusive 

teaching me-

thods. The school 

has enabled child-

ren with disabili-

#es to graduate 

from university. 

As a result, these 

graduates can 

support themsel-

ves and their fa-

milies through 

quality educa#on. 

Originally estab-

lished as a school for the blind, the 

ins#tu#on has gradually expanded 

to include children with various 

disabili#es, making it the first com-

prehensive model school in the 

country.  

 

Our Strength — Inclusion 

Training for teachers from cluster schools in Addis Ababa
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By sharing their experiences, it sig-

nificantly contributes to the imple-

menta#on of inclusive educa#on in 

cluster-level schools in Addis Ababa 

and promotes collabora#on 

between students with and without 

disabili#es. 

The school shares its knowledge 

not only among cluster schools in 

Addis Ababa but also with various 

regional schools across the country.  

It supports these cluster schools in 

establishing resource centers with 

learning materials for students with 

special needs. 

Teachers con#nuously improve 

their skills through training pro-

grams to support students with 

disabili#es alongside their peers. 

Although many special educa#on 

teachers have completed their trai-

ning at universi#es, they o@en lack 

prac#cal knowledge.  

 

Training for teachers from cluster schools in Addis Ababa 
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Our school provides them with a 

system to gain prac#cal experience 

during their training. 

Currently, many children with disa-

bili#es cannot a7end school, 

leaving their families to face vari-

ous challenges, including the search 

for work and income.  

Our school aims to transform more 

schools na#onwide into inclusive 

ins#tu#ons, thereby promo#ng 

equal opportuni#es and integra#-

on. 

The school is also commi7ed to 

raising awareness of disabili#es in 

society and encouraging the ac#ve 

par#cipa#on of individuals with 

children who have disabili#es.  

Due to space constraints, our 

school cannot accommodate more 

children with disabili#es. To 

address this challeng, the school 

has implemented a home rehabili-

ta#on program that provides fami-

lies with exper#se and support at 

home.  

This ini#a#ve reduces the impact of 

disabili#es for the children, enab-

ling them to a7end regular schools. 

Addi#onally, parents learn how to 

care for their disabled children at 

home to ease their lives. 

Ul#mately, our school has establis-

hed itself as a prac#cal research 

and study center for inclusive edu-

ca#on in the country. 

     Teshome Assefa 

     Deputy Director - GCS 
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We all know this truism. At our 

school, the children receive a high-

quality 100g bun and a banana pro-

duced by our bakery every day. 

This helps our children who o@en 

start the school day without any 

breakfast. 

 

In an interview which I conducted 

on September 20, 2024, with two 

first-grade students and their pa-

rents, the following ques#ons 

and answers emerged: 

 

"Learning is difficult  

on an empty stomach“ 

Students  at lunch 
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Photo Page 16: Mahlet Bahiru with 

her father Bahiru Kassa 

Photo Page 17: Arsema Tsegaye 

with her mother Meseret Alemu 

Jürgen Klein: What are your thoug-

hts about the children star#ng here 

at our school? 

Bahiru Kassa: We 

live in poor condi#-

ons; we don't have 

a proper roof over 

our heads, just a 

plas#c sheet. Our 

wish is for Mahlet 

to have a be7er 

life. 

Meseret Alemu: I 

feel similarly. I 

don't have a house; 

my husband do-

esn't have a job. We live under a 

plas#c roof, basically on the 

ground, have li7le to eat, and I 

can't provide my daughter Arsema 

with the life she should have. 

Therefore, I hope she will have a 

be7er life and be able to lead a 

good life herself. 

Jürgen: Do you have a bed at ho-

me? What kind of bed is it? 

Mahlet: We don’t have a bed. We 

only have a ma7ress. 

Bahiru: What she calls a ma7ress is 

actually a blanket, a wool blanket. 

We are four at 

home, with 

brothers and 

sisters. I don’t 

have a job. 

Mahlet: I have 

two brothers 

and one sister. 

There are six of 

us. 

Jürgen: How 

about food? 

What do you 

eat? 

Arsema: We mostly eat shiro with 

injera. 

(Injera is a so@ sour flatbread made 

from „teff“ flour, which originates 

in Ethiopia. It is served with shiro, a 

type of chickpea curry paste with 

various spices.) 



German Church School                           Winter newsle�er 

17                                                                                                                            2024 

Jürgen: Do you also eat bread? 

Arsema: We rarely eat bread. 

Mahlet: We also have shiro. Some-

#mes chechebsa. 

(Chechebsa is a type of flatbread 

made from whe-

at flour, bu7er, 

honey, and 

spices.) 

Jürgen: Don’t 

you ever have 

fruits? 

Arsema: No 

[there are no-

ne]. 

Mahlet: No 

Jürgen: Bananas 

or oranges? 

Mahlet: Some-

#mes a banana, but no oranges. 

Arsema: We don’t have any fruit. 

Only shiro. 

Jürgen: Do you have any vegetab-

les, like potatoes, tomatoes, or 

other vegetables? 

 

Mahlet: No 

Jürgen: Then I have to ask you as 

parents what you think about this. 

Don't you give your children any 

fruit or vegetables? 

Meseret: Very rarely. Maybe once 

or twice a month. A 

banana on bread. 

We can’t afford 

vegetables or any-

thing else.  

Tomatoes are in 

the shiro paste. An 

egg, for example, 

costs 12 or 15 Ethi-

opian birr (0.18€) – 

where are we sup-

posed to get that 

money?  

We have no fixed 

income; we live hand to mouth. 

Bahiru: I have no job. My wife is a 

street vendor at a small market on 

the street. There isn’t much money 

there. She can’t find anything else.  

I can't work either.  So we try to 

survive as a family of six.  
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We would like to give our children 

more, but it’s not enough. We hope 

that my daughter being here will 

improve things a bit. Here she can 

play with other children, receive 

school materials, and a uniform. 

We are very happy about that. 

Jürgen: What do you do to earn 

some money? 

Meseret: I work whenever there is 

an opportunity, as a cleaner in pe-

ople’s homes or doing their lau-

ndry. Only a few days a month.  

My husband has only casual jobs in 

cafés or restaurants. It hardly 

suffices to pay the rent. An apart-

ment costs about 2000 Ethiopian 

birr a month (15.63€). 

Jürgen: What do you have at ho-

me? A TV? A radio? A mobile pho-

ne? 

Mahlet and Arsema: Yellem. We 

don’t have any of that. Only a small 

phone, but no smartphone. 

Meseret: We have a radio. 

Jürgen: Do you have any messages 

or gree#ngs for the friends of the 

German Church School in Germany 

that you would like to share? 

Meseret: I just want to say that I 

am very happy that my child can 

a7end school here and that they 

are helped with food and provided 

with materials and other support. 

Bahiru: I was very happy when I 

learned that my daughter could go 

to school here. I hope she will have 

a good life. I wish the German 

friends a good life and that God 

blesses them. 

Thank you very much for the con-

versa#on. 

Pastor Dr. Jürgen Klein 
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The PASCH ini#a#ve began in 2008. 

By September 2011, it was recog-

nized by the Goethe-Ins#tut at 

three schools in Addis Ababa. Ini#a-

lly, 23 students aged 12-14 began 

learning German. Since then, we 

have significantly expanded our 

program. 

Currently, about 75 students learn 

German each year in regular school 

classes and Saturday courses. The 

school offers targeted German in-

struc#on for selected fi@h graders 

who are interested and suitable.  

Addi#onally, the German Embassy 

provides scholarships every two 

years for students who can study in 

Germany. Each year, two or three 

high-achieving students are selec-

ted for a 20-day language training 

program in Germany. This program 

enables them to connect with 

peers from around the world and 

share their culture. 

Celebra#ng the successes of the 

PASCH Ini#a#ve 

Since I joined the GCS PASCH unit, I 

have had a variety of experiences—

some humorous, others challen-

ging. All have all contributed to a 

remarkable journey. I am grateful 

for the lessons I have learned along 

the way. 

One outstanding experience from 

last year involved our talented 

blind student, Bisrat Ermias, and 

our insigh^ul student, Addis 

Sharew. Their trip to Germany was 

a significant milestone, especially 

for Bisrat, who traveled abroad for 

the first #me. Coordina#ng this visit 

with the Goethe-Ins#tut in Bam-

berg required extensive communi-

ca#on, and we received valuable 

support from Ermias, the head of 

the language department at Goe-

the-Ins#tut,  Addis Ababa. 

During our stay in Germany, I par#-

cipated in a valuable training on 

language teaching methods in Mu-

nich.  

The PASCH ini>a>ve 

at our school 
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To our delight, Bisrat and Addis 

quickly became popular among 

their classmates and teachers, re-

presen#ng our school with pride 

and returning home with honor. 

In an unexpected turn of events, 

Bisrat, who was scheduled to take 

the A1 exam in German, impressed 

everyone by passing the A2 exam. 

Addis also performed excellently, 

passing the A1 exam with out-

standing results. These successes 

underscored the effec#veness of 

our program in Germany. 

     Tekolla Aklilu 

     GCS PASCH Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello everyone, 

I am Bisrat Ermias, and I would like 

to share my experiences in Germa-

ny with you today. First, I want to 

thank the Goethe-Ins#tut and my 

school for giving me the opportuni-

ty to par#cipate in the summer lan-

guage course in Germany. 

I am proud to be the first blind stu-

dent to take part in this scholarship 

program for the summer.  

My experience in  

Germany 
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This was my first #me outside my 

home country, Ethiopia, and also 

the first #me I traveled without my 

family. 

The camp lasted 21 days, from Au-

gust 4 to August 24, 2024. Ini#ally, 

the weather condi#ons were chal-

lenging for me during the first 

three days, but a@er that, I was 

able to adapt to the condi#ons. 

The experience of mee#ng peers 

from all over the world and making 

new friends was incredibly en-

riching. During the camp, I a7en-

ded German classes. I also had the 

pleasure of trying some new dis-

hes, which are delicious! A highlight 

was visi#ng a university in Bam-

berg, which was close to our camp. 

We also took a three-hour bus ride 

to Nuremberg, where we explored 

several historical sites and a muse-

um. 

Overall, my #me in Germany was a 

fantas#c experience. I am deeply 

grateful to all the teachers, staff, 

and everyone who encouraged me. 

Thank you! 

Bisrat and his friends in Germany 
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Our facili#es consist of seven buil-

ding blocks, including the church, 

the pastor's residence, and the 

school. Addi#onally, there are 

smaller service buildings such as 

our bakery with guesthouse, 

offices, storage rooms, and a libra-

ry. All these facili#es receive their 

power from a central electrical sta-

#on, which is intended to ensure a 

reliable power supply. 

Several issues have arisen, par#cu-

larly regarding the state power line 

in conjunc#on with the solar sys-

tem. The main goal of the alterna#-

ve power supply is to ensure 

smooth opera#on around the 

clock. To achieve this, it is essen#al 

to address the problems with the 

generator and the solar system. A 

preven#ve and correc#ve mainte-

nance program, along with a 

The electrical power system                            

of our compound 

Solar ba�eries and electrical power room 
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budget for spare parts and regular 

services for the effec#ve opera#on 

of the system, is crucial. This inclu-

des inspec#ons, maintenance and 

minor repairs in all main and ancil-

lary buildings, the appropriate tools 

and measuring instruments for the 

on-call technician. 

Currently, the central power supply 

system lacks wiring diagrams and 

electrical drawings, which compli-

cates troubleshoo#ng and poses 

risks to personnel and equipment. 

During power outages, all connec-

ted loads are supp-

lied by the solar sys-

tem, which places a 

significant strain on 

the ba7eries, espe-

cially during the rai-

ny season. 

Furthermore, the 

loads of the bakery 

and guesthouse we-

re not considered in 

the original project 

proposal for the so-

lar system, which 

would require an 

independent power source.  

Therefore, a revision of the power 

system to accommodate these ad-

di#onal loads was necessary. The 

power supply system is intended to 

operate with three independent 

energy sources. However, due to 

the faulty generator, all consumers 

are currently reliant on grid and 

solar power in the mean #me we 

are working on it. .During periods 

of low sunlight, it is crucial that the 

ba7eries are charged via the grid to 

ensure supply. To avoid unnecessa-

ry disrup#ons within the solar sys-

tem, we require guidance from the 

solar consul#ng office or solar 

equipment providers to prevent 

unnecessary interrup#ons. 

     Tefera Mamo 

     Electrical Supervisor 
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Chess can posi#vely influence the 

lives of our children. Essen#al char-

acter traits, skills, and values are 

imparted. They can develop quali-

#es that help them grow into suc-

cessful and content individuals. 

They learn to make though^ul de-

cisions in daily life. 

We believe that chess has a direct 

impact on academic success, which 

is why we have integrated it into 

our school co-curricular ac#vi#es. 

Research shows that children who 

play chess can enhance their intel-

ligence. 

Focus: Chess teaches children the 

importance of a7en#on and con-

centra#on. Regardless of their in-

telligence, they must observe the 

game carefully to respond effec-

#vely. 

Visualiza>on: Players are encour-

aged to visualize a series of moves 

before they happen. By mentally 

moving the pieces step by step, 

children significantly improve their 

visualiza#on skills. 

 

A new Chess Club 
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Concrete Analysis: Chess helps chil-

dren evaluate the outcomes of spe-

cific ac#ons and pa7erns. They begin 

to understand whether a sequence is 

advantageous or disadvantageous, 

realizing that logic o@en guides 

be7er decisions than emo#ons. 

Abstract Thinking: Children are s#m-

ulated to look beyond the details 

and consider the bigger picture. 

They learn to apply pa7erns from 

one context to related situa#ons, 

enhancing their ability for abstract 

thinking. 

SeMng Long-Term Goals: Children 

learn the importance of developing 

long-term goals and taking concrete 

steps to achieve them. They also un-

derstand that plans need to be re-

evaluated when circumstances 

change. 

Thinking Ahead: Chess encourages 

children to think before they act. 

They learn to ask themselves, "If I do 

this, what could happen, and how 

can I respond?" 

Weighing Op>ons: Children discover 

that they do not have to act impul-

sively. They gain the ability to recog-

nize different op#ons and weigh the 

pros and cons of various courses of 

ac#on. 
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These skills, which are not limited 

to chess, make the game an excel-

lent teaching tool. Chess challenges 

children's minds and allows them 

to develop cri#cal thinking, prob-

lem-solving skills, and independent 

decision-making—all while having 

fun. 

 

     Tewodros Mehari 

     GCS - Chess Club Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been almost 6 months now 

since we stopped buying bread 

from other bakeries and started 

baking our own.  

Local residents and the school 

children smell the fresh bread smell 

coming from our bakery every mor-

ning. We have six baker women 

who work in shi@s. By the #me the 

children of our school arrive at the 

school premises, they are finished 

with the breakfast rolls.  

Most of the GCS children love the 

bread as it is freshly baked and con-

tains some valuable ingredients. 

One of the girls from grade 2 said, 

“When the smell reaches me, I clo-

se my eyes and enjoy it”, and it is 

true that the bakery has a special 

place in everyone's heart.  

Since the first week of November 

2024, another master baker, Mr. 

Stefan Kehne, from “Brot gegen 

Not” from Germany, has joined our 

Our bakery with the 

new master baker 
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baking team. He is highly qualified 

and brings experience from other 

countries. From our observa#on, he 

is very sociable and works hard.  

 

Stefan loves to show others what he 

knows. He is in our midst to share his 

knowledge and skills with us.  

We are grateful for his presence. Ste-

fan came on the recommenda#on of 

Oliver Flodman from “Brot gegen 

Not”.  

 

This year's Christ-

mas bazaar on No-

vember 30th was a 

great success for 

the German con-

grega#on and for 

our school. As has 

been the tradi#on 

for many years, 

the event created 

a Christmas atmo-

sphere before the 

first Advent.  

 

Everyone did their 

best to make this 

charity bazaar 

even more succes-

sful.  

The bazaar united the employees of 

GC and GCS. Everyone rushed to do 

their duty.  
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The bazaar not only creates a 

Christmas atmosphere on the 

premises, but also helps the child-

ren of our school enormously 

through the proceeds.  

Christmas stollen, gingerbread, and 

holiday pastries baked by master 

baker Mr. Stefan and his team.  

Many visitors appreciated the qual-

ity and taste of the stollen, some 

said it was far be7er 

than industrially pro-

duced ones. Everything 

sold out. 

During Baker Stefan's 

stay, small baking work-

shops are offered for 

our bakers, schoolchil-

dren, and parents, as 

well as for the wider 

church and school com-

munity. 

In closing, I would like to 

end my ar#cle with Stef-

an's statement: “I work 

best when I collaborate 

with my team!” 

 

 

     Merdassa Kassaye 

     Social Worker 
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 Impressions from the      

German Christmas Charity 

Bazaar, 30.11.2024 

Thousands of people flocked to our 

compound to experience the unique 

German Christmas atmosphere in 

Ethiopia.  

Around our church (Kreuzkirche), 60 

stalls were set up, offering mulled 

wine, bratwursts, beer, and freshly 

baked Christstollen. Addi#onally, all 

the self-made Advent wreaths, 

cra@ed by Ethiopian wood carriers  

 

and decorated by our volunteers 

from the community, sold out 

quickly. The Advent calendars and 

many sweets and other items, flown 

in from Germany over the weeks, 

also found many buyers. 

The circus group 'My Way Circus' 

delighted the audience, as did the 

school choirs from GCS and the em-

bassy school. The adult choir also 

shone with Advent and Christmas 

songs, par#cularly with the Amharic 

song 'Joy to the World. The market 

was a great success, and we raised 

over 1.5 million Birr for our school. 
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The portrait ar#st, face painters, 

Santa Claus, and the puppet show 

also contributed to a colorful pro-

gram for both children and adults. 

Our Christmas market has become 

an unbeatable hallmark of our com-

munity over many decades, one 

that many interna#onal and Ethiopi-

an guests do not want to miss. 

 

 

 

 

The bazaar was prepared and orga-

nized by a large number of helpers 

from the community. The team of 

employees at the compound in par#cu-

lar put all their energy into making this 

bazaar such a success.  

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to thank all of them, as 

well as the sponsors of the vouchers 

for the silent auc#on and other kind of  

support!          Pastor Dr Jürgen Klein 
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    Our Support Associa>on - Melkam Edil e.V. 

In 2015, our support associa#on Melkam Edil e.V. was founded in Germany. 

Since early 2017, it has ac#vely supported the German Church School, prima-

rily by facilita#ng contact with our donors in Germany and Europe. All contacts 

with European donors are organized by Melkam Edil e.V. For inquiries regar-

ding dona#on receipts and other informa#on, please contact the office in Lud-

wigshafen directly: 

     Melkam Edil e.V.  |  Luitpoldstrasse 17  |  D-67063 Ludwigshafen  

 Mobil :  +49 176 64431824  |  Tel. +49 621 62966177 

 Email:  info@melkam-edil.de  |  Webseite:    www.melkam-edil.de  

 Chairperson of the Board:  

    Barbara Reske  | Konrad-Adenauer-Ring 50  |  D-69214 Eppelheim 

 Register of Associa#ons: VR 701080, Amtsgericht Freiburg im Breisgau 

 

Bank Account for dona>ons: 

  IBAN:    DE06350601901011444020 

  BIC:    GENODED1DKD 

  Bank für Kirche und Diakonie e.G. (KD-Bank) 

 

 


