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... these are words that profoundly 
shape our work – especially in the 
last half-year. 
There are partnerships and part-
ners, supporters, friends, who have 
stood reliably by our side for years 
and decades, supporting our work – 
particularly in uncertain times – and 
seeking new developments and cre-
ative ideas with us. 
Above all, our support association 
Melkam Edil e.V., with whom we 
celebrated our 10th anniversary in 
May. 
By establishing and nurturing rela-
tionships – networking – we help 
and encourage each other, drawing 
strength and motivation for our 
work. It is remarkable what can 
sometimes grow and emerge from 
small beginnings. 

We particularly experienced both 
partnership and networking during 
our tour in Germany, where we 
were unfortunately unable to visit 
all, but many of our connected part-
ners, friends, and supporters. 
From April 25 to May 14, 2024, we 
spent a few days in Sandhausen 
(Friedrich-Ebert-Gymnasium), then 
at the Kirchentag in Hanover, in 
Grevenbroich (Pascal Gymnasium), 
and then with the Evangelical 
Church in Germany (EKD). After 
that, we traveled from Loccum 
(Klosterstube) through Hermanns-
burg (Friends of Ethiopia, Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Mission in Lower Saxo-
ny, Christian School) and Oldenstadt 
(Congregation, Anne Schorling) to 
Bremen (Epiphanias Congregation). 
Then we went to Braunschweig, 
where we had a large network of 
supporters, led by the Cathedral 
Congregation as our host. We also 
visited two schools and institutions 
in and around Braunschweig. There 
we celebrated the 10th anniversary 
of Melkam Edil e.V. in the Cathedral 
as a highlight. 
Our network is expanding! The Bi-
ble is full of stories about communi-
ty, mutual help and support, part-
nership, and networking. 
In Jeremiah 29:11 it says: "For I 
know the plans I have for you," de-
clares the Lord, "plans to prosper 

Partnership and 
Networking ... 

Pastor Dr. Jürgen Klein 



German Church School                           Summer-Newsletter 

4                                                                                                                            2025 

you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future." The 
greatest networker, who wonder-
fully connects people and situa-

tions, is the living God in whom we 
live and move, and who works 
through us. We believe and are 
convinced that God is the driving 
force in our network of relation-
ships and projects in the church 
and school. 
Thus, through encounters, conver-
sations, and all kinds of communi-
cation, unexpected new connec-

tions and opportunities sometimes 
arise, of which we can only say 
afterward that God is behind them. 
Many of our school children also 

understand this gratefully, often in 
hindsight, as God has led them 
through our school to a fulfilling 
life. 
Through the inclusive educational 
approach, both students and we as 
staff are enriched. We also see de-
velopments here, for example in 
the educational field or related to 
gardening, as this newsletter 

Pastor Klein and Ato  Teklu 
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shows. 
Another example is the scholarship 
recipients of our school, who are 
being opened up promising path-
ways to the future through further 
education at the German Embassy 
School. 
We trust in the triune God in the 

coming months, which present 
great challenges such as the regis-
tration of the church and school, 
but also new, beautiful projects like 
the construction of the school 
kitchen and other initiatives ahead 
of us. 
"Trust in new paths ... God himself 
comes to meet us – the future is his 

land." 
We would like to extend our 
heartfelt thanks, on behalf of the 
church community and the school, 
to all who are connected with us in 
partnership, networking, and every 
form of support! 
May God bless you. 

Yours sincerely, 
Dr. Jürgen Klein,  

Executive Pastor of Church and 
School 

P.S. Detailed reports and photos 
can be found on our website: 
https://kreuzkirche-addis.de/
home/blog/ 

Visit Program in Heidelberg 
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The Kirchentag is the largest Chris-
tian gathering in Europe and took 
place from April 30 to May 4, 2025, 
in Hanover. With our trip, we con-
tinued the tradition of the school 

and church participating in the 
Kirchentag. 

The Kirchentag brought foster par-
ents and donors, as well as old ac-
quaintances and new interested 

Incredible Blessings –  

Kirchentag 2025 in Hannover 

Von  links: Pfr. Markus Wild, Pastor i.R. Hans-Joachim Krause, Pastor i.R. Martin Gossens,  

Ato Teklu, Pastor Matthias Rohlfing, Pastor Jürgen Klein 
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parties, together in person with 
representatives from our church 
and school. 

We had a booth in a very well-
positioned location where the work 
of the GCS and the church was pre-
sented. 

The school and church were repre-
sented by Pastor Dr. Jürgen Klein, 

Ato Teklu Tafesse 
(Director of the 
GCS), and Ato 
Merdassa Kassaye 
from the social de-
partment. Ms. Rahel 
Mosisa, our social 
worker, was also 
supposed to be part 
of the team but 
could not travel due 
to a visa denial. 

In addition to the 
main goals of the 
trip, the participa-
tion in the Kirchen-
tag and the anniver-
sary of Melkam Edil, 
it was expanded 
through visits to 
partner schools. Our 
journey began in 
Sandhausen 
(Friedrich-Ebert 
Gymnasium), where 
we visited classes, 

including students and teachers, 
some of whom are already looking 
forward to the next meeting at the 
GCS in Ethiopia in 2026 as part of 
the partnership exchange. 

It was important to discuss the 
20th anniversary of the partnership 
between both schools in 2026 and 
some concerns from the last 
meeting. 

After that, we traveled to the 
Kirchentag in Hanover, where we 
had a booth where we not only 
presented our work but also met 
many former and current sponsors, 
former pastors of the church and 
their families, as well as many 
friends of the GCS. 

It was truly heartwarming to see 
them all, especially given their ded-
icated service under often difficult 
conditions. Such memories of the 
past filled the atmosphere with 
intense emotions. 

It was also very impressive that 
three students from Sandhausen, 
who were part of this year's 
meeting at the GCS, enthusiastically 
participated as helpers at the 
booth, along with the coordinator 
of this partnership, Mr. Pastor 
Markus Wild. Their presence ex-
panded our team, making it more 
productive, active, and vibrant. 
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A big thank you goes to Pastor 
i.R. Martin Gossens for organ-
izing the booth, as well as to 
everyone who helped in shifts! 

The trip was also an oppor-
tunity to get to know the part-
nerships with schools such as 
Pascal Gymnasium in Greven-
broich, Klint Primary School, 
and the “Kleine Burg” Gymna-
sium in Braunschweig, as well 
as the Christian Gymnasium in 
Hermannsburg, and to estab-
lish contacts with them. This 
included productive discus-
sions with the school leaders 
and teachers of the respective 
schools about future school-to
-school cooperations. 

However, the highlight of our 
trip was the 10th anniversary 
of Melkam Edil. This has spe-
cial significance for the GCS, as 
Melkam Edil has organized the li-
on's share of donations for us and 
support for our school over the last 
decade. 

The dignified celebration provided 
a great platform to remember, cel-
ebrate, and look ahead to the suc-
cesses and challenges of the past 
decade. 

The anniversary took place on May 
13 in the Braunschweig Cathedral. 
This also marked the complemen-

tary partnership between the Ca-
thedral Congregation, Melkam Edil, 
and our school and church. 

The anniversary was celebrated in a 
colorful manner, in the presence of 
several former pastors, missionar-
ies, and their families, who have 
served at various times in Ethiopia 
as well as in the church and school. 

After several years, these memo-
ries of Ethiopia are still fresh in 

The Students from Sandhausen with Ato Teklu,  

Pfr. Markus Wild and Ato Merdassa 
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their minds and hearts. It was 
deeply moving to have seen many 
friends and foster parents again in 
this context and to meet new inter-
ested parties. 

In addition to Pastor Jürgen Klein 
serving as the organizer of the trip 
and the church council of Kreuzkir-
che, we are grateful that the EKD 
officially invited us, and we appreci-
ate all the support from Melkam 
Edil and the other parties involved, 

which made it possible for us 
to present the work of the 
school and the church. 

Thus, we experienced the in-
credible blessings of the trip, 
the Kirchentag, visits to part-
ner schools, and connections 
with donors, friends, and 
partners. 

We are sincerely grateful to 
all who wish to strengthen 
existing partnerships and to 
those who show interest in 
establishing a lasting partner-
ship with the school and 
church. We would like to 
affirm that we, as the leader-
ship and staff, will do our best 
to fully commit to further de-
velopments. 

May Almighty God bless you 
all! Best wishes for a blessed 
summer vacation! 

 

Teklu Tafesse, Director of the 

German Church School 
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“Above all, it was a great time 
meeting all the friends of the GCS, 
donors, foster parents, former pas-
tors and their families, and every-
one else in one place at one time. 
This is a very rare op-
portunity, and we re-
main thankful to you 
and Melkam Edil once 
again for making this 
and the jubilee possi-
ble.” 

We have read these 
lines from Ato Teklu, 
Director of the German 
Church School, several 
times since he wrote 
them to us shortly after 
our celebration on May 
13, 2025, at the Cathe-
dral in Braunschweig, 
and we carry them 
with us. We now pass 
them on to you in the 
summer newsletter of 
the GCS. 

Ato Teklu, Merdassa 
Kasaye, social worker 
of the GCS, and Pastor 
Dr. Jürgen Klein from 
the German-speaking 

congregation celebrated with us in 
the Cathedral. 
Ato Teklu’s words summarize 
something fundamental that char-
acterizes the decades-long collabo-

Our Encounter and Anniversary Celebration 
at the Cathedral in Braunschweig 

Members of Melkam Edil e.V. and the church council of the Braunschweig Cathedral community (in the wheelchair, Ms. 

Barbara Reske, Chairwoman of Melkam Edil e.V.)  
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ration for the GCS under the auspi-
ces of the German-speaking con-
gregation: Friends, donors, foster 
parents, former pastors, and their 
families—many people gathered in 
mid-May 2025 for the tenth anni-
versary of the support association 
of the GCS at the Cathedral in 
Braunschweig. Some of us reunited 

after years, while others met for 
the first time. We re-knit the bonds 
between us, making them stronger 
to preserve the unity and joy we 
wish for our work in support of the 
GCS. This is how everything that 
the German Church School needs 
can be preserved and further de-
veloped. 

Pastor Dr. Jürgen Klein sym-
bolically presented Melkam 
Edil e.V. with a cross during 
his speech in the Cathedral 
on behalf of the church coun-
cil and the Kreuzkirche con-
gregation, saying: “(...) for 
your tenth anniversary, we 
congratulate you from the 
bottom of our hearts and 
wish you much strength, cre-
ativity, and compassion for 
the times ahead, and above 
all, God’s blessing!” We at 
Melkam Edil are very happy 
about these wishes and glad-
ly share them with you. 

Our hope: Our close and 
trusting collaboration for the 
German Church School will 
continue, weaving an even 
stronger network; fundrais-
ing, questions about organi-
zation, operations, and com-
munication will continue to 
be nurtured kindly. Members of Melkam Edil e.V. and the church council of the Braunschweig Cathedral community (in the wheelchair, Ms. 

Barbara Reske, Chairwoman of Melkam Edil e.V.)  
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And we have heard: The Cathedral 
in Braunschweig and other sup-
porter circles from the Braun-
schweig region want to intensify 
their help for the GCS. 

Our anniversary celebration with 
devotion (by Jürgen Klein), a recep-
tion, conversations and food, 
speeches covering various aspects 
of the bonds to the GCS, moderat-
ed by the executive pastor of the 
Cathedral council and congrega-

tion, Henning Böger, 
concluded with even-
ing songs, prayers, 
and blessings from 
Cathedral preacher 
Cornelia Götz was 
wonderful and reso-
nates on. 

Our vision: Perhaps 
we will all meet again 
in a few years, then in 
the courtyard of the 
German Church 
School and in the 
Kreuzkirche, cele-
brating what we have 
confirmed prospec-
tively now in Braun-
schweig for the GCS: 
We move forward and 
invite you: Stay with 
us, get involved. 
Come! 
“What you have done 

for one of the least of these broth-
ers and sisters of mine, you have 
done for me.” (Matthew 25:40) 

Barbara Reske,  

Chairperson of 
Melkam Edil e.V. 

 

 

 

Pastor Dr. Klein Preaches in the Devotion 
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Thirty-five years ago (1990), the 
German Church School (GCS) 
launched an integration program 
for blind children. The goal of this 
initiative was to enable blind stu-
dents to participate in social life 
and to bring them to school along-
side their peers, including homeless 
children. 

This program successfully integrat-
ed many blind students into gen-
eral life, turning them into compe-
tent individuals who positively im-
pact their communities. Inspired by 
this experience, the GCS aimed to 
develop similar areas and promote 
inclusive education throughout the 
country. 

In the first phase, we focused on 
including children with various dis-
abilities, including multiple disabili-
ties and physical impairments. This 
initiative marked the beginning of 
our inclusive educational practices. 
As a result of this new approach, 
we improved the accessibility of 
the school. 

The old school building was de-
signed solely for blind students. 
However, with the inclusion of 
physically disabled students, it be-
came clear that improvements 
were necessary to meet their 
needs. To achieve this, we modified 
the old building and installed an 
elevator for wheelchair users. 

Inclusive Education and its Expansion at the  

German Church School 
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The efforts to improve accessibility 
extended across the entire school 
grounds. We modified toilets, re-
source rooms, playgrounds, sports 
fields, and other areas to ensure 
that every student, regardless of 
their abilities, could participate in 
all school activities without limita-
tions. 

The second phase focused on im-
proving the quality of education at 
the GCS by adapting the curriculum 
to the interests of all students. 

These modifications particularly 
benefited disadvantaged groups: 
those who could neither write in 
Braille nor with ink. Additionally, 
some students were unable to fol-
low the regular curriculum. 

Therefore, the school adjusted the 
curriculum to their abilities so that 
they could learn alongside their 
peers in a formal educational 
framework. 

The GCS trained all teachers, mem-
bers of the school community, and 
parents to effectively support chil-
dren with disabilities in an inclusive 
educational environment, making 
the school a model for inclusion 
across the country. 

In the third phase, as the school 
increasingly met the needs of fami-
lies with children with disabilities, it 

faced space constraints. Therefore, 
with the help of donations and 
plans from the school administra-
tion, it sought to address this prob-
lem by implementing two strate-
gies. 

The first strategy involved sup-
porting children at home. 
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After acquiring basic skills, these 
children were connected with a 
nearby school to receive further 
support. This rehabilitative initia-
tive in the home environment ben-
efited many families who had no 
access to services at the GCS. 

As a result, several children with 
disabilities who had previously re-
mained unsupported at home were 
able to enroll in nearby schools in 
inclusive environments. 

This also provided relief for par-
ents, allowing them to focus on 
their livelihoods. 
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Our school provided teaching mate-
rials to the so-called cluster schools 
that had children with disabilities. 

Currently, the inclusive activities of 
the GCS are expanding to schools in 
Addis Ababa as well as regional 
schools through system strengthen-
ing. 

This networking strategy aims to 
enable schools to effectively enroll 
students with disabilities. 

Additionally, our multiplication 
work offers training for teachers, 
school leaders, members of the 
school community, and parents. 

Resource centers for partner 
schools are equipped with the nec-

essary educational resources, and 
all partner schools adopt the inclu-
sive program of the GCS to better 
support children with disabilities 
across the country. 

We would like to especially thank 
the Christoffel Blindenmission for 
supporting this inclusive work, with 
whom we have been in partnership 
for 50 years, as well as all other 
donors — 

God bless and keep 
you! 

Teshome Assefa, 

Vice-Director  

of the German 
Church School 

Our school teaches using the Braille stencil as a writing system for the blind 
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So far, we have been able to pro-
vide our school children with a roll 
and a banana daily as part of a 
school meal program, and previ-
ously, we also offered some milk. 
Recently, the rolls have come from 
our own bakery, which has gradual-
ly been established. 

However, nutrition remains a pre-
carious issue, and we are looking 
for ways to make it more balanced 
to improve the quality of life and 
learning for our school children. 
Thankfully, the German Embassy 
has agreed to support us in this 
area. After a project proposal was 

created by Ato Ermias Gashu, our 
project manager, and me, the con-
tract was signed on June 25. The 
German Ambassador, Mr. Jens 
Hanefeld, and his team came to us 
for this occasion. The signing took 
place in a ceremonial setting. 

A committee now meets regularly 
to consult and oversee the con-
struction and procurement of 
equipment. A concept will be de-
veloped. 

The school kitchen will be built be-
tween the dining hall and the bak-

Our New Project: The School Kitchen 

The German ambassador to Ethiopia, Mr. Jens Hanefeld, signs the contract 
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ery, where the pizza oven used to 
be. We have already received much 
support from our partner schools, 
and we are grateful for any further 
assistance to cover ongoing costs, 
procure food, and construct a stor-
age facility. 

Additionally, we want to further 
develop our gardening project 
(Urban Gardening) to grow vegeta-
bles, fruits, and herbs for our kitch-
en, as well as to show our children 
and their families that they can im-

prove their nutrition with the sim-
plest means. 

 

Pastor 

Jürgen Klein 

 

 

 

 

 

A Student Presents a gift to the Ambassador 
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I. Partnership Encounter 

From March 29 to April 15, 2025, 
the partnership encounter took 
place between Friedrich-Ebert 
Gymnasium (FEG) Sandhausen 
and the GCS Addis Ababa with 
eleventh graders in Addis Ababa. 
At the Evangelical Kirchentag in 
Hanover in early May, a delega-
tion from FEG, together with rep-
resentatives from the GCS, pre-
sented this encounter project. 

During our time in Addis Ababa, 
we had the opportunity to con-
nect with many people and form 
new acquaintances and friend-
ships. We were particularly 
shocked by the clearly visible pov-
erty in the city, but especially in 
the countryside. People live in 
makeshift wooden huts, and most 
city dwellers live in cramped con-
ditions under metal roofs. The 
lives of the Ethiopians we got to 
know as very friendly people were 
restricted by so many conditions 
— yet you could still feel each in-
dividual’s joy for life. 

We realized how grateful we can 
be for what we have at home and 

how insignificant some of our eve-
ryday problems are compared to 
the real problems of someone 
who has to live under worse con-
ditions. 

“The experiences from Ethiopia 
are unforgettable. I became 
aware of how important cultural 
exchange and encounters on 
equal footing are. I learned that 
one can often be happier with less 
than with everything.” 

 

“Embracing the World with Open Arms“ 
- a report from Sandhausen.  
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Julian Drescher - 

“This past weeks, I realized that 
friendship has no borders. Work-
ing side by side with our German 
partners showed me the power of 
collaboration and shared 
dreams.” 

Fuad Abrar - 

It was precisely these friendships 
that we formed with our Ethiopi-
an partners at the German Church 
School. 

Together with them, we used our 
time there to exchange cultures 
and learn a lot about each other. 
Among other things, we accompa-
nied our partners home and spent 
the afternoon with their families. 
We shared meals, talked, and es-
pecially showcased the everyday 
life of our peers. This day is con-
sidered the highlight of the trip 
for many of us students. 

“The living conditions of my part-
ner in her home showed me how 
fortunate I am in my own situa-
tion, but also that one can man-
age with much less and still live a 
fulfilling life.” 

Moritz Vogel - 

Another activity that opened our 
eyes was the internship place-
ment at “Kechene Girls,” a home 

for girls with disabilities or diffi-
cult living conditions. The girls in 
this home live there for a long 
time and learn to stand on their 
own two feet. They have much 
less compared to each individual 
from our German group, yet they 

made us feel immediately wel-
comed and integrated. The chil-
dren were not particularly sad 
about their situation but rather 
grateful for what they receive and 
enjoy each new day with the mo-
ments it brings. Just our presence 
was enough to bring a smile to 

The students from Sandhausen and the GCS play icebreaker games, guided by Ato Merdassa  
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the girls' faces, and that feeling 
can never be taken from us. 

II. Kirchentag 

Another part of the project this 
year was the presentation of the 
GCS at the Kirchentag in Hanover 

in early May. Under the motto 
“Brave, Strong, Committed,” a 
student delegation from FEG 
Sandhausen, led by Mr. Pastor 
Wild, and a delegation from Addis 
Ababa, consisting of Pastor Jürgen 
Klein, Ato Teklu, and Ato 

Merdassa, as well as numerous 
representatives from the Melkam 
Edil association, represented the 
Kreuzkirchengemeinde and the 
GCS at the Kirchentag. At the 
Kirchentag, important politicians, 
artists, theologians from the 
Protestant Church, and, at a 
booth on the “Market of Opportu-
nities,” of course, exhibitors like 
us convened. 

One thing that surprised us as a 
representative group consisting of 
Laurenz Gutzeit, Julian Drescher, 
and Moritz Vogel the most was 
how many people approached us 
and shared their own experienc-
es. It was incredible how many 
people had been to Ethiopia or 
were connected to it in some way. 
Additionally, remarkably many 
visitors at the Kirchentag had 
memories and experiences with 
the GCS. Most of them reported 
wonderful experiences, incredibly 
beautiful encounters with Ethiopi-
an students, and simply a reward-
ing time that has profoundly 
shaped their lives. 

This allowed us to exchange our 
own wonderful experiences and 
discover many commonalities. 

It was also great to see how open-
minded people can be, caring not 
only about their own concerns but 

The students from Sandhausen and the GCS play icebreaker games, guided by Ato Merdassa  
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also wanting to make the world a 
better place. This sense of belong-
ing and connection was strongly felt 
at the Kirchentag. Moreover, we 
were once again shown that one 
should meet the world and every 
person with open arms. This applies 
to all situations in life and all places 
in the world, whether at the 
Kirchentag in Hanover or in Addis 
Ababa. When you engage in con-

versation with people, you often 
hear many interesting stories that 
can even help you in your own life. 
Additionally, it was valuable for the 
participants of the Kirchentag to 

share their own experiences and to 
pick up new aspects from other 
visitors that they might not have 
thought of before. 

All in all, it can be said that every-
one involved is incredibly grateful 
for the experiences made: A 
heartfelt thank you to the GCS and 
the German-speaking expatriate 
community with Pastor Jürgen Klein 
and all the other pastors. 

 

Laurenz Gutzeit and Moritz Vogel 

Students of Friedrich-Ebert-
Gymnasium in Sandhausen 
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As we close another 
school year and wel-
come the summer break, 
I would like to express 
my heartfelt thanks to all 
our generous donors, 
foster parents, and part-
ners who make our mis-
sion possible. 
Your support has ena-
bled us not only to pro-
vide a high-quality edu-
cation at the GCS but 
also to offer improved 
and nutritious meals (through the 
bakery, and soon through the garden 
and school kitchen), learning materi-
als, and safe spaces for our students 
from vulnerable backgrounds. 
Every contribution, regardless of its 
size, helps us maintain and expand 
these important programs. 

We are aware that in the future, we 
will need to find more ways to devel-
op our own resources to sustain our 
facilities. We hope that the registra-
tions of the church and the school 
will bring us a step closer in this di-
rection. 
In the administration and finance 

department, we strive to 
use every resource wisely 
and transparently. 
Over the past year, we 
have expanded our sys-
tems to ensure that your 
donations reach those 
who need them most 
urgently, and we contin-
ue to look for new ways 
to better serve our stu-

A Note of Gratitude and Stewardship 

Helen Awoke, Head of Administration 

Sara Aberra, Finance Officer 
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dents. 
As we plan for the new school year, 
we invite you to stay in touch, visit 
us, learn more about us, and witness 
the impact of your support firsthand. 
Together, we plant seeds of hope 
and possibilities for every child in our 
care. 

 
May your summer be restful and 
blessed! 

Helen Awoke, 
GCS - Head of Administration and 
Finance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On June 5 and 6, 2025, a dedicated 

group from the German Church 

School embarked on a meaningful 

journey to the “Herberg Roses 

School” for special needs in Zeway 

and to the school for the deaf in 

Hossana, motivated by the common 

goal of improving the educational 

experiences of deaf students. 

This delegation, consisting of the 

school pastor, three administrators, 

a project staff member, five lan-

guage teachers, and three special-

ists from the integration depart-

ment — a total of 13 members — 

united in their mission to enhance 

educational experiences for the 

deaf. 

First Day: Discovering the Herberg 

Roses School 

Upon arrival, participants were 

greeted by a warm atmosphere 

filled with the laughter and energy 

A Transformative 
Journey: Exploring Deaf 

Education  
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of the students. This remarkable 

institution cares for children with 

various disabilities and provides 

specialized classrooms for deaf stu-

dents. 

The teachers were inspired by the 

innovative classroom arrangements 

that fostered an inclusive learning 

environment. 

A highlight of the visit was witness-

ing students from a nearby inclusive 

primary school who come to Her-

berg Roses every Saturday to learn 

sign language. 

This initiative aimed to integrate 

sign language into the school cul-

ture and promote understanding 

and acceptance among all students. 

The delegation couldn't help but 

feel a sense of hope as they ob-

served this powerful integration. 

Second Day: Insights into the School 

for the Deaf in Hossana 

The following day, the group trav-

eled to Hossana to visit the school 

for the deaf, an established institu-

tion dedicated exclusively to the 

education of deaf students. With 

over 40 years of experience, it 

offers classes up to the 12th grade 

and even provides vocational train-

ing opportunities. 

The principal shared inspiring sto-

A warm welcome by deaf students in Zeway  
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ries of graduates who successfully 

opened their own workshops, 

showcasing the potential within 

each student. 

As we toured the facilities, we were 

impressed by the dedication of the 

staff and the vibrancy of the learn-

ing environment. 

It was clear that this was not just a 

school; it was a community where 

dreams were nurtured and future 

prospects created. 

Purpose and Reflection 

The main goals of this visit were 

twofold: to exchange experiences 

and gain insights into how to effec-

tively support children with hearing 

loss. 

With a focus on inclusive education, 

the delegation from our school was 

eager to learn how to better meet 

the needs of children with hearing 

loss in our own school in the up-

coming school year. During the trip, 

Visit to a classroom of the school for the deaf and mute in Hossana.  
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the teachers engaged in construc-

tive discussions and reflections. 

They established selection criteria 

for identifying suitable deaf stu-

dents, explored strategies for struc-

turing classrooms specifically for 

these learners, and developed ideas 

for creating an inviting and sup-

portive environment. 

Additionally, they provided recom-

mendations for teaching materials 

and resources that would enhance 

learning for deaf students. 

A Lasting Impact 

This transformative visit deepened 

our understanding of inclusive edu-

cational practices and fostered col-

laboration and knowledge exchange 

among teachers committed to im-

proving the quality of life and learn-

ing for all students. 

As we returned home, we brought 

back not only insights but also a 

renewed sense of purpose and 

commitment to the rights and 

needs of deaf students. We found 

inspiration and hope in the realiza-

tion that education is not just about 

teaching — it is about creating a 

community where every child can 

thrive. 

For over 35 years, our school has 

been working on inclusive educa-

tion, and the integration of deaf 

students into this concept will en-

rich our school culture and make it 

more inclusive for 

everyone. 

Blen Nebiyu, 

Teacher at the GCS, 

Integration Depart-

ment  



German Church School                           Summer-Newsletter 

28                                                                                                                            2025 

Hello dear readers, 

My name is Magdalawit, and I com-

pleted an internship at the GCS in 

May 2025. Since I originally come 

from Ethiopia but grew up in Ger-

many, the time after my Bachelor's 

degree in Educational Science was 

the perfect opportunity for me to 

learn more about the country and 

its culture. 

At the same time, I was able to gain 

insight into everyday life and gather 

new practical experiences for my 

future career. I spent a total of four 

weeks in Addis, visiting the school 

from Monday to Friday. I spent my 

weekends sightseeing in the beauti-

ful capital city with its millions of 

inhabitants. 

Living Arrangements 

My sleeping quarters for 

these four weeks were lo-

cated on the grounds of the 

GCS and the extended com-

plex with the church, house, 

and bakery. I lived in a reno-

vated container apartment 

situated directly above the 

bakery. It was only about 

100 meters to the 

schoolyard from there. 

I had a small, equipped 

apartment and was allowed 

to use the pastor's house for 

cooking and eating. He also 

lived on the premises but 

A Heartfelt Journey: My Internship 

Experience at the German Church School 
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was traveling at that time. I paid a 

small daily fee for this. 

Every morning, I first went to the 

bakers, with whom I had a good 

relationship, and we always had 

warm conversations. 

They often took me 

along for small shopping 

trips, showed me the 

nearby area, or accom-

panied me to the hair 

salon. In general, I was in 

constant contact and 

exchange with the peo-

ple working on the prem-

ises. I felt very comforta-

ble there and greatly 

appreciated the interac-

tions. 

Daily School Life 

I was allowed to partici-

pate in daily school life 

for four weeks, sup-

porting the staff and 

even teaching. 

In the mornings, I accompanied 

children aged 5 to 8 who were 

taught in the "Resource Room" or 

the "Integration Department." 

These children had visual impair-

ments or other disabilities. I primar-

ily supported them with writing and 

arithmetic, as well as with other 

exercises planned for them. 

We communicated in English and 

through body language. In the 

afternoons, I accompanied different 

classes and subjects to gain a varied 

insight into the school and the chil-

dren. 

In the afternoon, German lessons 

were held for grades five, six, sev-
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en, and eight. Here, I assisted and 

was allowed to lead the classes my-

self in the last weeks. 

My initial uncertainty quickly faded, 

as the children welcomed me 

warmly and integrated me into the 

classes. I also appreciated the inter-

action between the teachers and 

students. Through enjoyable breaks 

in the teachers' lounge with break-

fast or lunch, or the shared sports 

activities outside the school 

grounds, I was able to build good 

relationships with them as 

well. 

During these four weeks, I 

had so many beautiful 

experiences and met won-

derful people who be-

came very dear to me. 

The time went by far too 

quickly, and I would have 

loved to stay longer. I am 

sure that I will return and 

already look forward to a 

second and perhaps even 

a third reunion. 

 

 

Magdalawit Duschek 
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The “Corridor Project” is an ongoing 

government initiative for urban re-

newal that started last year. It brings 

benefits such as improved roads and 

transportation options, which are 

intended to shorten travel times and 

enhance safety. The resettlement 

into planned residential areas aims 

to lead to better living conditions, 

access to healthcare, and other ser-

vices. 

This is expected to increase the qual-

ity of life, support economic growth, 

and create a cleaner, better-

organized environment for residents. 

Our school is a place of hope, provid-

ing quality education and support for 

vulnerable families in the area. How-

ever, the ongoing corridor construc-

tion project has brought unexpected 

difficulties for many of these fami-

lies. The resettlement has disrupted 

the education of students, with some 

being forced to live far from the 

Impacts of the 'Corridor Project' on Education 

and Community  

A Corridor Project process 
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school, leading to increased absen-

teeism, a higher risk of dropping out, 

and psychological stress. 

In some cases, this situation jeopard-

izes the stability and access to educa-

tion that the school has worked so 

hard to provide. Over the next three 

years, it is expected that 25.8% of 

students will be resettled, with 

11.3% already affected. 

Furthermore, we are witnessing dis-

ruptions in the sense of community, 

as former social networks are being 

torn apart and can only slowly be 

compensated for. The school is com-

mitted to its students and their fami-

lies. It supports them by providing 

psychological assistance and helping 

with transportation costs so they can 

better cope with the challenges aris-

ing from the resettlement. 

We sincerely thank you for any sup-

port for this important area of work! 

 

Rahel Mosisa, 

Social Worker - German Church 

School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Addis Abeba in the Evening - Corridor Project 
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We remember the creation story in 

which God created the heavens and 

the earth, prepared the garden, and 

placed humans in it to tend to it. 

As the story progressed, humans 

disregarded God's command, left the 

Garden of Eden, and began to wan-

der. After that, humanity started 

killing one another (urban crime, 

war, etc.), which is explicitly men-

tioned in the story of the two broth-

ers Cain and Abel. 

After the older brother committed a 

crime, he fled from God's presence 

and wanted to build a city as a ref-

uge for himself (Genesis 4:17). 

The concept of the city is presented 

in the Bible as a contrast to the Gar-

den of Eden. Since then, the tension 

between a peaceful garden and the 

bustling city life has been clearly visi-

ble in our daily lives. 

I am very impressed by the many 

creative projects exhibited for the 

Kirchentag 2025 at the Messegelän-

de in Hanover, addressing this deep 

tension in human life and restoring 

humanity to its original dignity. 

After the Kirchentag, we had the 

On Biblical and Urban Gardening 

Haymanot in gardening 
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opportunity to visit friends of our 

school at various locations in Germa-

ny — Sandhausen, Grevenbroich, 

Hanover, Locum, 

Hermannsburg, 

Oldenstadt, Bre-

men, and Braun-

schweig. 

During these visits, 

we were taken to 

several places: old 

castles, cathedrals 

and churches, mon-

asteries, and 

schools. 

This time, I ob-

served a growing 

interest in biblical 

gardening, with bib-

lical plants being 

cultivated amidst a 

garden. In our last 

days in Braun-

schweig, we were 

taken to several 

beautiful social projects and schools. 

Such cozy garden spaces in busy ur-

ban schools bring enormous bless-

ings through tranquility, relaxation, 

and focus. 

We all know that children of the 21st 

century, living in large cities, are sur-

rounded by many electronic devices 

that distract them from concentra-

tion in all areas of life. Just like in 

Europe, Addis Ababa is not free from 

these tensions. Smartphones are 

seen as a symbol of modernity not 

only in large cities. As most parents 
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are busy securing their livelihoods, 

millions of children have unfettered 

access to electronics and televisions 

in their daily lives. 

Amidst this digital environment, the 

idea of a biblical garden seems like a 

luxury. Nevertheless, many have 

managed to realize this. Our school 

started a school gardening initiative 

many years ago, supported by nu-

merous individual and institutional 

friends of the GCS in Sandhausen, 

Braunschweig, Leip-

zig, and so on. We 

are grateful for all 

this great support; 

now we have a 

greener school envi-

ronment. 

Now, the school 

aims to advance to a 

more advanced level 

of urban gardening 

by introducing more 

garden concepts for 

our schoolchildren 

who live in small 

houses in the capi-

tal. It is expected 

that by 2050, about 

75% of the world's 

population will live 

in cities. 

If such a forecast exists for the next 

30 years, we must pursue a strategic 

approach to create strong aware-

ness among our children in Europe, 

Africa, and Addis Ababa so that 

more green-thumbed schoolchildren 
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grow up in our society. 

In this context, the GCS is seeking 

networking and partnership, cooper-

ation, and support to advance this 

agenda in our school context. 

Our children should learn for their 

future how to grow their own food 

in the small spaces where they live. 

We need to think deeply about how 

to create an inclusive and sustaina-

ble urban culture in which everyone 

cares for their environment, as was 

originally intended in the Bible. It is 

inevitable that cities will grow quick-

ly and densely; at the same time, 

they are expected to be smart and 

organic. Our schoolchildren should 

not come to school to learn how to 

produce more waste, but how to 

develop a harmonious relationship 

with their fellow human beings and 

the environment. Through this ap-

proach, good neighborly communi-

ties will thrive. 

The GCS has received several inquir-

ies for establishing school partner-

ships from many of our friends in 

Germany. The school has reached a 

consensus to systematically shape 

these partnerships to address the 

current and future challenges of 

schools in cities, with the goal of 

bringing sustainable harmony be-

tween humanity and the environ-

ment amidst all unrest and hustle. 

In addition to producing their own 

food, this will also benefit the learn-

ing environment as a form of thera-

py — garden therapy, which utilizes 

plants and gardening activities to 

improve physical, mental, and social 

well-being. It can be used to reduce 

stress, improve mood, enhance cog-

nitive function, and promote physi-

cal activity, with benefits for people 

of all ages and abilities. 

Wishing many blessings, along with 

thanks for every support, 

Yours, 

Merdassa Kassaye, 

Social Worker - German Church 

School 
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For the new school year, two stu-

dents from the German Church 

School have been selected to start as 

scholarship recipients in the 8th 

grade at the German Embassy School 

from September 1, 2025. In their first 

year, they will repeat the 8th grade 

to catch up on language skills and 

subject content, and to acclimatize 

to the new environment. 

The scholarship program is a collabo-

ration between the GCS, the Embas-

sy School, and Bildung4Kids, offering 

this further education to the two 

best students from our school's 8th 

grade every two years, enabling 

them to pursue higher education in 

an international context later on. 

Both have recently passed the A2 

exam from the Goethe Institute and 

will participate in a three-week lan-

guage course at the Goethe Institute 

in Germany during the summer. 

The scholarship program is support-

ed by "Bildung 4 Kids." Here is the 

link to their website: 

www.bildung4kids.de. 

Daniela Auer, 

Scholarship Coordinator, German 

Embassy School 

(edited by Pastor J. Klein) 

 

New Scholarship Recipients of the GCS at the 

German Embassy School: Rediet and Kalkidan  

Left Kalkidan, right Rediet 
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We wish everyone a blessed summer 
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 Photo collage 
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 Editor: Pastor Dr. Jürgen Klein 

Layout: Ermias Gashu (Project officer) 

Our Support Association—Melkam Edil e.V.  

Our support association, Melkam Edil e.V., was founded in Germany in 2015. 

Since early 2017, it has actively supported the German Church School, 

primarily through its contact with our donors in Germany and Europe. All 

contacts with European donors are organized by Melkam Edil e.V. If you have 

any inquiries regarding donation receipts, for example, please reach out to 

them directly.  

Office in Ludwigshafen: Luitpoldstrasse 17, D-67063 Ludwigshafen  

Mobil : +49 (0)176 64431824 or Tel. +49 (0)621 62966177 

Email: info@melkam-edil.de / www.melkam-edil.de  

The Chairperson of the Board, Barbara Reske: Konrad-Adenauer-Ring 50,  

69214 Eppelheim, Germany 

Register of Associations: VR 701080, Amtsgericht Freiburg i. Breisgau 

 

Donation Account: 

IBAN: DE06350601901011444020,  

BIC:GENODED1DKD 

Bank for Church and Diakonie e.G. - KD-Bank 


